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If someone filed a family law case against you in a county where neither of

you lives, or that's inconvenient for you, you can try to have the case moved

by filing a Motion to Change Venue. (Forms and instructions)

1. Fast facts

Use this for family law cases including divorce, legal separation,

parentage, or cases about parenting plans or child support.

The county court where a case is filed is called its "venue." A motion to
change venue asks a judge in the current county to transfer the case to a

court in a different county. You can ask to move the case to any county in
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Washington where the case could or should have been filed.

If you want your case moved to a different state or to tribal

court, you must object to jurisdiction (not venue).

()The venue rules depend on the type of case. The judge is more likely to
approve a change of venue if the other party filed the case in the wrong

county (if venue is improper).

e Divorce: You should file for divorce in a county where at least one
spouse lives. A judge will generally approve a change of venue if the
divorce was filed in a county where neither spouse lives. If one spouse
lives in that county, and the other wants to move the case to the county

where they live, the court may (but does not have to) change venue.

Some private services that prepare divorce papers for a fee will tell
you to file for divorce in a county where neither spouse lives, often

Lincoln County. If you file for divorce in a county where neither

spouse lives, your spouse has the right to move the case to the

proper county. The court should grant a change of venue.

e Parentage: You can file to decide parentage in a county where the child
lives or is located. If the child doesn't live in Washington but the
Respondent does, you can file in the county where the Respondent lives
or is located. If Respondent died, you can file in the county where their

estate is probated.
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 Petition for a Parenting Plan and/or Child Support: The law isn't clear
about this, but you can probably file in a county where the child or either
parent lives or is located.

e Change a Parenting Plan and/or Child Support Order: You can file in
the county where the child lives, where the final order was issued, or
where the person with custody of the child lives.

¢ Clarify or change a Final Divorce Order: To change the spousal
support amount or property and debt division in the divorce decree, you

file in the county that issued the Final Divorce Order.

When can | ask to change venue?

You must raise the issue of wrong (improper) venue at your earliest chance. If
you don't, you may accidentally give it up (waive it). You must either put in
your Response to Petition that you object to the venue or file a Motion to

Change Venue before you file anything else.

Try to get legal help if you have questions about venue. If you can't afford to

hire a lawyer to represent you, you may be able to pay one to advise you and

review your paperwork

Why would | try to change venue?

If you must take part in a case filed in another county:

e You may have to make a long, expensive trip to appear for hearing or
trial.

e |t may be harder for you to file motions.

e It may be harder for you to learn court procedures or get help from

facilitators.
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e If you need to try to change a parenting plan or child support order later,
it may be harder and cost more to get copies of court orders from a far-
away county.

e It may be very hard for your witnesses to travel to the county where the

caseis.

How much does it cost?

There's no fee to file a motion. But there may be fees to get copies of court
papers. There will also be a fee to re-file the case in the new county. Ask the

court clerk how much it will cost if your motion to change venue is approved.

If the other party filed the case in the wrong county according to the venue
rules, you can ask the judge to order that the other party pay any costs to

transfer the case to the correct county.

2. Lincoln County

Many people file divorces in Lincoln County even though neither spouse lives
there. If you want to file a Motion to Change Venue from Lincoln County to

somewhere else, you'll need this contact info:
e Superior Court Clerk/Family Law Facilitator: 509-725-1401.
¢ Clerk’s Office address:

Lincoln County Clerk
450 Logan Street
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P.O. Box 68
Davenport, WA 99122-0068

If you must go to a hearing and you don’t live in Lincoln County, you
might want to take part by phone or online (Zoom). You must contact the
Court Administrator at 509-725-3081 to get permission before the hearing
date.

If after filing in Lincoln County you and your spouse agree to move your
divorce to another county, you can both sign an agreed ("Stipulated") Order to
Change of Venue. After you each sign, you can mail the agreed order to the
Lincoln County Superior Court Clerk. They can present it to the judge for you,
without you having to go in-person. You'll have to pay a fee for "ex parte
presentation" and other fees for preparing and moving (transferring) the case.

To learn more, call the Family Law Facilitator or Court Clerk.

3. Step-by-step

Follow these steps to file a Motion to Change Venue.

1. Fill out the forms (except for the Proof of Mailing and Hand Delivery).

Comuniquese con la oficina del secretario del tribunal o facilitador de

derecho familiar

(https://www.courts.wa.gov/court_dir/?fa=court_dir.facils) donde se

encuentra el caso. Pregunte si tienen formularios especiales (locales)
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que deba usar para esta peticion o para programar una audiencia. De
ser asi, utilice esos formularios en lugar de los nuestros. Preguntele al
secretario cuando puede programar una audiencia para su peticiony
pidale ayuda con los demas detalles del formulario de Notificaciéon de
audiencia. También puede esperar hasta que vaya al tribunal a

presentar sus documentos para llenar esta parte.

If you can't travel to the courthouse to file your papers or go to the

hearing, also ask these questions:

O

Can | file a motion by mail or fax? If yes, how?

o

Can I schedule a hearing date by phone or mail? If yes, how?

e}

Can | attend the hearing by phone or online (remotely)? If so, how?

(e}

Is there a fee for any of the above? If so, how much? How do | pay

(check, money order, online)? Can | get the fee waived if | have low

income?

2. Haga copias. Haga copias. Debe tener una copia de cada formulario que
haya completado para usted, una para el juez y una para cada parte

involucrada en su caso.

Organice las copias en juegos de documentos, de manera que tenga un
juego para cada persona que los necesite. No es necesario que
proporcione a la otra parte una copia del comprobante de envio por
correo o de la notificacién personal. Coloque cada juego de documentos
en un sobre dirigido a cada una de las partes, con su direccién como
remitente. Estos juegos de documentos seran utilizados para la

notificacion oficial.
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3. Presente sus originales en la Secretaria del Tribunal Superior. Entregue
al funcionario los originales de todos los formularios que va a presentar
excepto que pregunte al funcionario qué hacer con los originales de sus

ordenes propuestas, si las hay. Siga las instrucciones del funcionario.

Pida al funcionario de la secretaria del juzgado que timbre sus copias
para mostrar la fecha en que usted presentd y registré los originales.
Quédese con las copias que el funcionario timbre. El funcionario se

queda con el original.

Entregue copias de cortesia al juez, si es necesario en su condado.

1. Debe notificar oficialmente a la otra parte (o partes) entregandoles
copias de todo lo que haya presentado y de cualquier orden propuesta.
En la mayoria de los condados, se requiere que esta notificacion oficial
se realice al menos 14 dias antes de una audiencia. Consulte con el

secretario del tribunal si la fecha limite en su condado es diferente.

Siga las normas de notificacion tras el inicio de un caso. Aunque puede

entregar la mayoria de los documentos para las peticiones legales, es
recomendable que otra persona lo haga por usted. Puede pedirle a un
amigo o familiar adulto que le ayude con esto. Si la otra parte tiene un

abogado, la notificacién oficial debe ser entregada al abogado.

2. Haga que el notificador llene el Comprobante de Envio por Correo o

Entrega en Mano. Haga dos copias. Presente el original en la Secretaria
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del Tribunal Superior. Lleve sus copias a la audiencia.

3. Confirme su audiencia, si es necesario. En algunos condados, tiene
que ponerse en contacto con la oficina de la secretaria para confirmar
que quiere que su audiencia tenga lugar el dia en que esta programada.

Pida instrucciones en la secretaria del juzgado o al facilitador

(https://www.courts.wa.gov/court_dir/?fa=court_dir.facils).

4. Lea cualquier respuesta que reciba. Responda si es necesario y esta
permitido en su condado. La otra parte tiene que darle una copia de
cualquier respuesta que presente en el juzgado. Usted no tiene
obligacion de responder, pero tal vez sea bueno hacerlo si la otra parte

menciona problemas nuevos o dice cosas que no son ciertas.

Pregunte en la oficina de la secretaria judicial o al facilitador

(https://www.courts.wa.gov/court_dir/?fa=court_dir.facils), si su condado

tiene uno, si las respuestas estan permitidas en su condado y, si es asi,

para cuando deben recibirse. Si esta permitido, puede presentar una

declaracion suya o de otras personas respondiendo a la respuesta de la
otra parte. Limite su respuesta a las cuestiones planteadas en la
respuesta de la otra parte. Notifique una copia de su respuesta a la otra
parte dentro del plazo. Entregue copias de cortesia al juez si es necesario

en su condado.

5. Go to your hearing. Read chapter 4 for how to get ready and what to

expect at your hearing.

https.//assets.washingtonlawhelp.org/en/ask-move-your-

family-law-case-different-county-washington-venue Page 8




WashingtonLawHelp.org

Maintained by Northwest Justice Project

6. Digale al secretario del juez que desea una copia de la orden. Siga las

instrucciones del secretario sobre como obtener copias.

7. After the hearing, follow the judge's order about what to do next. If the
judge ordered you to pay the costs and filing fees associated with the
change of venue, pay them. Otherwise, you should be notified when the
case has been transferred. The case will have a new case number in the

new county.

8. Si no esta de acuerdo con la decision del juez, trate de hablar con un

abogado de inmediato

Tal vez quiera presentar una peticién de modificacidn o reconsideracion.

Estas peticiones tienen que presentarse dentro del plazo de 10 dias

desde que se dict6 la orden que desea cambiar.

4. Hearing

Preparese para la audiencia

Intente ir al juzgado antes del dia de su audiencia o consulte la pagina web de
la secretaria judicial para ver si puede ver una audiencia por Internet. Observe
como el juez realiza las audiencias. Trate de preparar algunos apuntes sobre

los puntos principales que va a querer presentar en su audiencia.

https.//assets.washingtonlawhelp.org/en/ask-move-your-
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Organice su documentacion. Planee llevar su juego de documentos
judiciales y sus copias de cualquier papel que las otras partes le hayan dado
en respuesta. Lleve copias adicionales de cualquier orden propuesta que

quiera que firme el juez.

Llegue temprano a su audiencia. Intente planificar antes del dia de la
audiencia como va a ir y cuanto tardara. Dese tiempo para pasar por
seguridad y llegar a la sala correcta. Si no llega a tiempo, el juez podria

cancelar la audiencia o la otra parte podria ganar.

Lleve su documentacion, un bloc de papel y una pluma de tinta oscura para
tomar apuntes. Trate de no llevar a sus nifos si puede hacer otros arreglos
para ellos. Por lo general, los jueces no permiten que nifos se sienten en la

sala del juzgado.

Cuando llegue a la sala del juzgado, diga a la persona a cargo (al secretario
del juez o al alguacil) su nombre y el nombre y niumero de su caso. Tome

asiento. Cuando el juez entre a la sala, pongase de pie.

Si su audiencia es en linea, siga estos consejos para las audiencias

por teléfono y por video.

Su caso sera uno de varios programados para la misma hora. Escuche al juez
y espere a que diga su nombre. Cuando digan su nombre, diga que esta

presente. Permanezca en la sala hasta que llamen su caso para la audiencia.

Cuando llamen a su caso

https.//assets.washingtonlawhelp.org/en/ask-move-your-
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En la mayoria de los casos, el juez habra leido sus papeles antes de la
audiencia. El juez tomara una decision basandose en la documentacion

presentada con antelacion por ambas partes.

Normalmente no podra testificar, hacer que testifiquen testigos ni aportar
pruebas de alguna otra manera en la audiencia. Usted solo tendra la
oportunidad de decirle al juez brevemente lo que quiere y por qué. Esto
significa que debe prepararse de antemano y apuntar los puntos principales

qgue quiere decirle al juez.

Si la otra parte obtiene un abogado. Si el abogado de la otra
parte se pone en contacto con usted o se presenta a una
audiencia, puede ser que usted decida obtener uno propio. Si es
asi, digale al abogado y al juez que usted necesita posponer

(aplazar) la audiencia. Que no le entre el panico. Puede que el

abogado le pida que firme algunos documentos. No firme nada
que no entienda. Si el juez aplaza la audiencia, puede pedir una

orden provisional con vigencia hasta la nueva fecha de audiencia.

Si la otra parte se presenta a la audiencia, cada uno podra presentar su lado
del caso. Pongase de pie mientras habla. Digale al juez brevemente lo que
quiere y por qué. Trate de que su argumento sea breve. Solo resuma sus
puntos principales. Puede que tenga tan solo 5 minutos para hablar. No repita
todo lo que esté en sus documentos. Si lleva érdenes propuestas, pida

permiso para entregarselas al juez.

Si el juez le hace una pregunta, trate de contestarla de manera directa. No

interrumpa al juez.

https.//assets.washingtonlawhelp.org/en/ask-move-your-
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Si la otra parte no se presenta, el juez puede pedirle su comprobante de
notificacidn. Lleve una copia para mostrarsela al juez. Pida al juez que firme

sus 6rdenes propuestas.

Si no pudo notificar a la otra parte a tiempo, o no tiene comprobante de la

notificacion, pidale al juez que reprograme su audiencia.

Escuchando la decision del juez

Una vez que el juez ha escuchado a ambas partes, el juez decide sobre lo que
se pide. Escuche atentamente. Tome apuntes. Normalmente, el juez dicta su

decision en voz alta, y luego debe ponerse por escrito en una orden judicial.

Lo mejor es llevar érdenes propuestas para que el juez pueda
firmarlas en su audiencia. Si nadie lleva 6rdenes propuestas, el juez
podria decirle a usted, a la otra parte o al abogado de la otra parte
qgue escriban las érdenes y que regresen después para que el juez
las firme. El juez podria programar otra audiencia en una o dos

semanas solo para firmar las 6rdenes.

Si la otra parte prepard las érdenes, léalas cuidadosamente. Asegurese de
qgue dicen lo que dijo el juez. Si no esta seguro, no firme las érdenes. Pida

regresar ante el juez para asegurarse de que la orden dice lo que el juez dijo.

Si la otra parte no se presenté a la audiencia, enviele copias de las 6rdenes

judiciales. Siga las reglas para hacer la notificacién procesal de documentos

después de iniciado el caso.
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5. Forms

Form attached:

Motion to Change Venue (family law) (NJP Family 904)

Form attached:

Order to Change Venue (family law) (NJP Family 905)

Form attached:

Notice of Hearing (family law) (FL All Family 185)

Form attached:

Proof of Mailing or Hand Delivery (family law) (FL All Family 112)

Siga las reglas generales para formatear y llenar documentos judiciales.

Tips for filling out the Motion to Change Venue (NJP Family
904)

Llene el formulario de la Peticién para explicar lo que quiere que haga el juez

y por qué deberia hacerlo.

Some examples of what you could say, if true, are:

e “Neither the other party nor | live in the county where the case is filed.”

e “Neither of us owns property in the county where the case is filed.”

https://assets.washingtonlawhelp.org/en/ask-move-your-
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¢ “It would be a great inconvenience for me to take part in any hearing in
this county. I live in X’ county. | can’t afford to travel and stay in a county

far from where | live.”

Make the statements short and factual. Don't argue or give your opinion.

Tips for filling out the Order on Motion to Change Venue (NJP
Family 905)

Llene el formulario de la orden de la manera que usted quiere que el juez la
firme. Esta es una orden propuesta que usted le pedira al juez que firme en
la audiencia. Si no esta seguro sobre algo en la Orden, déjelo en blanco para

que el juez lo complete.

Consejos para llenar la Notificaciéon de audiencia (FL All Family
185)

Llene la Notificaciéon de audiencia con los detalles que le proporcione el

secretario del tribunal o el facilitador de derecho familiar

(https://www.courts.wa.gov/court_dir/?fa=court_dir.facils). Puede tratar de

obtener esa informacion por teléfono o en persona cuando presente sus
papeles. Cuando elija la fecha de la audiencia, asegurese de tener suficiente

tiempo para notificar oficialmente a la otra parte.

Muchos condados exigen que utilice su propio formulario.

Pregunte al facilitador o al secretario del condado donde se

presento su caso si utilizan un formulario especial de Notificacion

https.//assets.washingtonlawhelp.org/en/ask-move-your-
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I de audiencia. Si no es asi, utilice el nuestro.

Consejos para llenar el Comprobante de envio por correo o

entrega en mano (FL All Family 112)

Llene este formulario después de realizar la notificacion oficial a la otra parte.
Debe firmarlo quien haya realizado la notificacion oficial a la otra parte. Siga

las reglas para la notificacion oficial después de que inicie un caso.

Asegurese de que la persona que hizo la entrega oficial haya indicado la fecha
de la entrega, a quién le entregd los documentos y cdmo los entregd. También
asegurese de que el formulario enumere todos los documentos que se
entregaron. Si la persona que hace la entrega omite un formulario, usted no

tendra prueba de que fue entregado.

WashingtonLawHelp.org gives general information. It is not legal advice.

Find organizations that provide free legal help on our Get legal help page.
https://assets.washingtonlawhelp.org/en/ask-move-your-
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Superior Court of Washington, County of

Petitioner/s (person/s who started this case): No

Motion to Change Venue (family law)
(MT)

And Respondent/s (other party/parties):
(No mandatory form)

Motion to Change Venue (family law)

Use this form if you want to move your case to a different county in Washington State. Use this together with a
proposed Order on Motion to Change Venue (family law), NJP Family 905.

To both parties:
If you want the court to consider your side, you must:
= File your original documents with the Superior Court Clerk; AND
= Give the Judge/Commissioner a copy of your papers (if required by your county’s Local Court Rules); AND
= Have a copy of your papers served on all other parties or their lawyers; AND
= (o to the hearing.
The court may not allow you to testify at the motion hearing. Read your county’s Local Court Rules, if any.
Bring proposed orders to the hearing.
To the person filing this motion:

You must schedule a hearing on this motion. You may use the Notice of Hearing (form FL All Family 185) unless
your county’s Local Court Rules require a different form. Contact the court for scheduling information.
To the person receiving this motion:

If you don’t agree with the requests in this motion, file a statement (using form FL All Family 135, Declaration)
explaining why the court shouldn’t approve those requests. You may file other written proof supporting your side.

1. Relief Requested
My name is: . I ask the court for an

order changing venue in this case to (name of county)

All costs associated with the change of venue should be (check one):

O fully paid by the other party (name):

Revised 03/2025 Motion to Change Venue WashingtonLawHelp.org
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O fully paid by me.

O divided between the parties as follows:

2. Legal Authority

Venue should be changed according to CR 12(b)(3), CR 81(b), CR 82(d), Ch. 4.12
RCW, and the following laws:

O for a divorce case, RCW 26.09.010(2)
OO0 for a parentage case, RCW 26.26A.420
O to change or enforce a parenting plan or child support, RCW 26.09.280

O other:

3. Statement of facts and evidence

| declare: The following facts or evidence support my request to change venue.
(Describe reasons for changing venue. You may refer to declarations or other
documents filed separately.)

4. Proposed Order
A proposed order (check one): O Is O is not attached to this Motion.
Person making this motion fills out below

| declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington that all the
information provided in this form is true and correct.

Signed at (city and state): Date:

Person making this motion signs here Print name here
Revised 03/2025 Motion to Change Venue WashingtonLawHelp.org
NJP Family 904 (family law) © Northwest Justice Project
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Superior Court of Washington, County of

Petitioner/s (person/s who started this case): No

Order to Change Venue (family law)
(OR)

And Respondent/s (other party/parties):
(No mandatory form)

O Clerks action required: 3

Order to Change Venue (family law)
Use this form with the Motion to Change Venue (family law), NJP Family Law 904.
1. Basis
The (check one) [ Petitioner [0 Respondent filed a Motion to Change Venue.
2. Hearing

The court has considered the motion and any supporting documents, any response from
the other party, and any other documents from the court record identified by the court.

The court:
O decided this motion without a hearing.

I held a hearing on the motion on (date)

OO0 heard testimony or argument from (name/s)

3. Order
The Motion to Change Venue is:
0 Denied.
[J Granted. The Court directs the Clerk of the Court to forward all records and files
herein to the Superior Court Clerk for County, and

to take any other actions necessary to complete the change of venue.

Revised 10/2024 Order to Change Venue WashingtonLawHelp.org
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Any court costs and filing fees associated with the change of venue shall be paid by

(name):

Ordered.

Dated: at a.m./p.m.

Judge/Court Commissioner

Parties or their lawyers fill out below.

This order (check any that apply): This order (check any that apply):

[ is an agreement of the parties O is an agreement of the parties

L is presented by me L is presented by me

[0 may be signed by the court without notice to me [ may be signed by the court without notice to me

4 4

Petitioner signs here or lawyer + WSBA # Respondent signs here or lawyer + WSBA #

Print Name Date Print Name Date
Revised 10/2024 Order to Change Venue WashingtonLawHelp.org
NJP Family 905 (family law) © Northwest Justice Project
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Superior Court of Washington, County of

Inre:

Petitioner/s (person/s who started this case): | No.

Notice of Hearing
(NTHG)

And Respondent/s (other party/parties): ™ Clerk’s action required: 1

Notice of Hearing
To the Court Clerk and all parties:

1. A court hearing has been scheduled:

. for: at: Oam. Op.m.
1111 date time
I=n )
at: in
court’s address room or department

docket / calendar or judge / commissioner’s name

2. The purpose of this hearing is (specify):

Warning! If you do not go to the hearing, the court may sign orders without hearing your side.
This hearing was requested by: [ Petitioner or lawyer [1 Respondent or lawyer

4

Person asking for this hearing signs here Print name (if lawyer, also list WSBA #) Date

| agree to accept legal papers for this case at:

This does not have to be your home address. If this address
changes before the case ends, you must notify all parties and

address the court clerk in writing. You may use the Notice of Address
Change form (FL All Family 120). A party must also update

city state Zip their Confidential Information form (FL All Family 001) if this
case involves parentage or child support.

(Optional) email:

Optional Form (05/2016) Notice of Hearing
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Superior Court of Washington, County of

Inre:

Petitioner/s (person/s who started this case): | No.

Proof of Mailing or Hand Delivery
(for documents after Summons and
And Respondent/s (other party/parties): Petition)

(AFSR)

Proof of Mailing or Hand Delivery
(for documents after Summons and Petition)
Warning! Do not use this form to prove you mailed or delivered a Summons, Petition, Order to Go to Court, or any

kind of Restraining Order. For those documents, use Proof of Personal Service (FL All Family 101), or if you have
court permission to serve by mail, use Proof of Service by Mail (FL All Family 107).

| declare:
1. | am (check one): O the Petitioner O the Respondent [ (name):
and | am competent to be a witness in this case.
2, On (date): , | served copies of the documents listed in 3 below to
(name of party or lawyer served): by:

O mail (check all that apply): O first class [ certified [ other

Mailing Address City State Zip
O email to (address):

(only if allowed by agreement, order, or your county’s Local Court Rule)
O faxto (number):

(only if allowed by agreement, order, or your county’s Local Court Rule)

O Hand delivery at (time): O a.m. O p.m. to this address:
Street Address City State Zip
CR 5(b) Proof of Mailing or Hand Delivery
Optional Form (01/2022) (for documents after Sm. and Pt.)
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| left the documents (check one):
O with the party or lawyer named above.
O at the attorney’s office with the clerk or other person in charge.
O at the attorney’s office in a conspicuous place because no one was in charge.
O

with (name): ;
at the address listed in court documents where the party agreed to receive lega
papers for this case.

O (For a party or lawyer who has no office or whose office is closed) at their home
with (name):
a person of suitable age and discretion who lives in the same home.

3. List all documents you served (check all that apply):
(The most common documents are listed below. Check only those documents that were served. Use the
“Other” boxes to write in the title of each document you served that is not already listed.)

O Notice of Hearing (hearing date): O Notice Re: Military Dependent
OO Motion for Tempprary Family Law Order O Sealed Financial Documents
O and Restraining Order
O Proposed Temporary Family Law Order OO Financial Declaration
O Proposed Parenting Plan O Declaration of:
O Proposed Child Support Order O Declaration of:
O Proposed Child Support Worksheets O Declaration of:
O Other: O Other:
O Other: O Other:
O Other: O Other:
4, Other:

| declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington that the statements
on this form are true.

Signed at (City and State): Date:
Signature of server Print or type name of server
CR 5(b) Proof of Mailing or Hand Delivery
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